Economic Security

Goal:

Children and youth will be raised in families with sufficient economic resources to meet
their basic needs, and will be prepared for their eventual economic self-sufficiency.

Median Family Income
Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

One half of Rockland's families have income above $78,806.
Rockland's median income is 36% higher than the median
income for the rest of the state.
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Families with Children Below the
Poverty Level
Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

9.5% represents 3,614 families with children below the
poverty level in Rockland County compared to 10.5% which
represents 151,975 of the same population in rest of state.
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Unemployed Persons 16 Years
and Older in Civilian Labor Force

Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

3.7% represents 5,214 unemployed persons 16 years and
older in civilian labor force in Rockland County compared to
5.4% which represents 293,367 of the same population in

rest of state. e

IS
2
T

3.7%

Percent
Unemployed
Persons

3
R
T

0%
2000
‘ Rockland County Bl Rest of State excluding NYC ‘

Children Under 18 Years Old

Below the Poverty Level
Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

14.6% represents 11,529 children under 18 years of age
below the poverty level in Rockland County compared to
12.8% which represents 343,954 of the same population in
rest of state.
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Male Headed Homes (No Wife
Present) with Related Children
Below the Poverty Level

Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

12.6% represents 194 male headed homes (no wife present)
with related children below the poverty level in Rockland
County compared to 16.2% which represents 14,205 of the
same population in rest of state.
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Children Under 6 Years Old Living
in Families with Two Working
Parents

Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

46% represents 10,276 children under 6 years old living in
families with two working parents in Rockland County com-
pared to 54.3% which represents 338,783 of the same popu-
lation in rest of state.
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Female Headed Homes (No
Husband Present) with Related
Children Below the Poverty Level

Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

20.3% represents 1,062 female headed homes (no husband
present) with related children below the poverty level in
Rockland County compared to 31.8% which represents
91,572 of the same population in rest of state.
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Rockland Children Receiving Free
School Lunch in Public Schools
Grades K-6

Source: New York State Department of Education

The number of Rockland public school children in grades
kindergarten through 6th receiving free school Iunch
increased by 6% from 4,098 children in 1998/1999 to 4,323
children in 2000/2001.

o Description: The percent-
age of public school
students in full-day kinder-
garten through sixth grade
participating in a state
school nutrition program.
Eligibility is determined by
family income and size.
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Significance: The percent of children enrolled in the Free School Lunch Program
can be used to indicate the percent of children living at a lower income level. Families
eligible for free lunch are those at or below 130% of the federal poverty level.

Percentage of Children Under 18
Years Old Receiving Food Stamps

Source: N.Y.S. Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, Bureau
of Data Management and Analysis, Welfare Management System

The number of children and youth in Rockland County
receiving food stamps decreased by 4% from 1994 (8,672) to
2000 (8,368). In 2000, one in ten children between the ages
of birth to 17 years received food stamps in Rockland County
compared to one in twelve children for the rest of the state.

Description: The Food
Stamp program is a
federally funded
program designed to
A increase the food pur-
chasing power of
low-income  house-
holds, to a level that
B allows such house-

holds to purchase a

low-cost but nutrition-

ally adequate diet.
Significance: The number of children receiving food stamps measures the extent
that children are dependent upon government aid to meet their basic needs.
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Average Monthly Number of Rockland
Individuals Receiving Medical Assistance, Food
Stamps and Family Assistance

Source: 1994 - 2001 Annual Reports, Rockland County Department of Social Services

While the averal%e Rockland monthly number of individuals receiving Family Assistance/Aid
to Families with Dependent Children was reduced by 57% from 1994 to 2001, the average
momhlfy number of individuals receiving Medicaid and Food Stamps rose by 50%. As a result
of welfare reform, a greater number of individuals are transitioning from welfare to work,

resulting in this population
30,000 — becoming less dependent on cash
assistance and more dependent

23,998
on non-cash programs.
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Medicaid — Federal program pro-
viding medical coverage to low-
income families and individuals.
Food Stamps — Federal Department
of Agriculture program supple-
menting low-income households
with food purchasing accounts and
school programs.

Family Assistance/Aid to Families
with Dependent Children -
Provides cash and in-kind aid to
support needs of individuals and
families.
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Significance: The number of individuals receiving medicaid, food stamp & public assistance measures the
extent individuals are dependent upon government aid to meet their basic needs.

Rockland Homeless Families
Placed in Emergency Housing

Source: 1995-2001 Annual Reports, Rockland County Department
of Social Services.

The number of homeless families placed in emergency

housing by the Rockland Count

Department of Social

Services increased by 65% from 1995 (82 families) to 2001
(135 families).
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Description: Families consid-
ered homeless by Rockland
County Department of Social
Services housing caseworkers
and placed in emergency
housing.

Significance: The number of
emergency housing place-
ments reflects the number of
families who are homeless
(because of lack of financial
resources, evictions by land-
lord/primary tenant,
alcohol/substance abuse
problems/mental health prob-
lems, etc.) and are dependent
on government aid to meet
their basic housing needs.




