
Children and youth will be raised in families with sufficient economic resources to meet 
their basic needs, and will be prepared for their eventual economic self-sufficiency.Goal:
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One half of Rockland's families have income above $78,806.
Rockland's median income is 36% higher than the median
income for the rest of the state.

Median Family Income
Source: U.S.Census Bureau,2000 Census

Unemployed Persons 16 Years
and Older in Civilian Labor Force
Source: U.S.Census Bureau,2000 Census
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3.7% represents 5,214 unemployed persons 16 years and
older in civilian labor force in Rockland County compared to
5.4% which represents 293,367 of the same population in
rest of state.

Children Under 6 Years Old Living
in Families with Two Working
Parents 
Source: U.S.Census Bureau,2000 Census
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46% represents 10,276 children under 6 years old living in
families with two working parents in Rockland County com-
pared to 54.3% which represents 338,783 of the same popu-
lation in rest of state.

Families with Children Below the
Poverty Level
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9.5% represents 3,614 families with children below the
poverty level in Rockland County compared to 10.5% which
represents 151,975 of the same population in rest of state.

Children Under 18 Years Old
Below the Poverty Level
Source: U.S.Census Bureau,2000 Census

14.6% represents 11,529 children under 18 years of age
below the poverty level in Rockland County compared to
12.8% which represents 343,954 of the same population in
rest of state.
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Female Headed Homes (No
Husband Present) with Related
Children  Below the Poverty Level
Source: U.S.Census Bureau,2000 Census
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Rockland County Rest of State excluding NYC

20.3% represents 1,062 female headed homes (no husband
present) with related children below the poverty level in
Rockland County compared to 31.8% which represents
91,572 of the same population in rest of state.
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12.6% represents 194 male headed homes (no wife present)
with related children below the poverty level in Rockland
County compared to 16.2% which represents 14,205 of the
same population in rest of state.

Male Headed Homes (No Wife
Present) with Related Children
Below the Poverty Level 
Source: U.S.Census Bureau,2000 Census
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The number of Rockland public school children in grades
kindergarten through 6th receiving free school lunch
increased by 6% from 4,098 children in 1998/1999 to 4,323
children in 2000/2001.

Significance: The percent of children enrolled in the Free School Lunch Program
can be used to indicate the percent of children living at a lower income level. Families
eligible for free lunch are those at or below 130% of the federal poverty level.

Description: The percent-
age of public school
students in full-day kinder-
garten through sixth grade
participating in a state
school nutrition program.
Eligibility is determined by
family income and size.

Rockland Children Receiving Free
School Lunch in Public Schools
Grades K-6
Source:New York State Department of Education

Percentage of Children Under 18
Years Old Receiving Food Stamps 
Source:N.Y.S.Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance,Bureau 
of Data Management and Analysis,Welfare Management System

Significance: The number of children receiving food stamps measures the extent
that children are dependent upon government aid to meet their basic needs.

Description:The Food
Stamp program is a
federally funded
program designed to
increase the food pur-
chasing power of
low-income house-
holds, to a level that
allows such house-
holds to purchase a
low-cost but nutrition-
ally adequate diet.
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The number of children and youth in Rockland County
receiving food stamps decreased by 4% from 1994 (8,672) to
2000 (8,368). In 2000, one in ten children between the ages
of birth to 17 years received food stamps in Rockland County
compared to one in twelve children for the rest of the state.

Economic Security



The purpose of this report is to increase
awareness about the status of Rockland’s
children, youth and families. It is intended to
assist different groups: citizens and commu-
nity advocates, public health, clinical and
social service professionals, elected officials,
legislators, program funders, educators, busi-
ness and religious professionals that are
interested in examining the health, economic
and social well being of children and families.
In many instances improvements shown by
this data can be attributed to policies and
programs that have been established in
Rockland County. It is hoped that consider-
ation of these measures will lead to more
community collaborative efforts, with gov-
ernment partnering with business, non-profit
agencies and the community to make addi-
tional improvements.

The most current data available for each
indicator is presented. When possible, trend
information is provided for Rockland County
over a period of years as well as comparisons
with the other counties in the rest of New
York State (that is, all of New York State
excluding the five boroughs of New York
City but including Rockland County). The
indicators were chosen because of their
importance and the availability of the data.
The Rockland CARES Data Committee
continues to obtain measures of other
important indicators that will provide
additional information in the future.

The indicators are presented within the
context of the six Life Areas (Economic
Security, Physical and Emotional Health,
Community, Citizenship, Family and
Education) in New York State Touchstones.
These goals and objectives were developed
by the NYS Council on Children and
Families. http://www.capital.net/com/
council/touchstones/2000touchstones.html

Criteria For Selecting Indicators
•Data source must be reliable.
•Data must be comparable over time-            
available and consistent so that changes in  
the well- being of children and their families 
can be tracked.

•The public, not just researchers or policy 
makers, must easily understand the data.

•Data interpretation should be 
unambiguous-clearly seen as either a 
negative or positive indicator.

•The data item should reflect an outcome 
related to the actual well being of children.

Using the Report
The Rockland CARES Report can be

used to:
•Inform.
•Assist in planning and evaluating pro-
grams, services and policies.
•Assist with problem-solving and decision

making.

The data in the Report helps us to:
•Establish a baseline of indicators for the

well being of Rockland’s children, youth
and  families.

•Discover changes over time.
•Make comparisons with the rest of 

New YorkState, excluding New York City
•Examine relationships between various life

area indicators.
•Establish priorities based on strength and

weaknesses.

Rockland CARES:
Integrated County Planning

Rockland CARES Integrated County
Planning is an initiative of county govern-
ment agencies to promote more responsive,
effective and efficient services to Rockland’s
children, youth and families.

Under the leadership of County
Executive C. Scott Vanderhoef, Rockland

CARES agencies are committed to making
sure that all Rockland residents have access
to the resources needed to develop healthy
children, youth and families.

Mission
To integrate county planning for children,

youth and families by enhancing relation-
ships among county agencies and communi-
ties in order to better respond to the needs of
Rocklanders.

Vision
All Rockland residents will have access to

the resources needed to develop healthy
children, youth and families within our
community.

Project Consultant: Linda McMullan

Steering Committee Members:
Judy Boyd-Persen
Rita Chernin
Michael D'Angelo
Ronaldo Figueroa 
Dennis Fleming 
Sherry Glickman 
Kathy Henry
Marianne Mccarney 
Jacqueline Stormes 
Joan Stuart 
Susan Needle Vitale

Data Committee Members:
Chairperson: Carole Parness
Oscar Alleyne
Linda Condon
Michael D'Angelo
Joan Stuart
Susan Needle Vitale 

Special thanks to:
Ruth Masterson for graphics.

Ken Karlowicz & Rockland Tourism 
for photos

Focus on Rockland's Children,Youth and Families

Economic Security

While the average Rockland monthly number of individuals receiving Family Assistance/Aid
to Families with Dependent Children was reduced by 57% from 1994 to 2001, the average
monthly number of individuals receiving Medicaid and Food Stamps rose by 50%.  As a result
of welfare reform, a greater number of individuals are transitioning from welfare to work,

resulting in this population
becoming less dependent on cash
assistance and more dependent
on non-cash programs.

The number of homeless families placed in emergency
housing by the Rockland County Department of Social
Services increased by 65% from 1995 (82 families) to 2001
(135 families).

Average Monthly Number of Rockland
Individuals Receiving Medical Assistance, Food
Stamps and Family Assistance
Source: 1994 – 2001 Annual Reports, Rockland County Department of Social Services
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Medical Assistance (Medicaid)
Food Stamps
Family Assistance/Aid to Families with
Dependant Children

Description of Programs:
Medicaid – Federal program pro-
viding medical coverage to low-
income families and individuals.
Food Stamps – Federal Department
of Agriculture program supple-
menting low-income households
with food purchasing accounts and
school programs.
Family Assistance/Aid to Families
with Dependent Children –
Provides cash and in-kind aid to
support needs of individuals and
families.

Significance: The number of individuals receiving medicaid, food stamp & public assistance measures the
extent individuals are dependent upon government aid to meet their basic needs.

Rockland Homeless Families 
Placed in Emergency Housing
Source: 1995-2001 Annual Reports, Rockland County Department
of Social Services.

Description: Families consid-
ered homeless by Rockland
County Department of Social
Services housing caseworkers
and placed in emergency
housing.
Significance: The number of
emergency housing place-
ments reflects the number of
families who are homeless
(because of lack of financial
resources, evictions by land-
lord/pr imary tenant ,
alcohol/substance abuse
problems/mental health prob-
lems, etc.) and are dependent
on government aid to meet
their basic housing needs.

October 2002

Dear Rockland Residents,

It is my pleasure to present you with the first report of
Rockland CARES, our family services coalition dedicat-
ed to offering quality services to children, youth and
families.

The report, entitled A Focus on Rockland’s Children,
Youth and Families, offers an opportunity for residents,
community groups and agencies to assess the
effectiveness of Rockland County’s programs compared
with the rest of New York State. As this report reflects,
Rockland County stands as a model community in its
ability to address and care for the needs of this most
vital population, our young people.

I am certain this informative guide will enhance
our ability to plan for the future needs of Rockland
residents.

Very truly yours,

C. Scott Vanderhoef
County Executive


