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Legislator Wolfe Proposes Amendment to
County Sewer Law to Allow Biological Treatment of
Grease/Oil Waste Produced by Food Establishments

New City, NY (August 11, 2010) - Rockland County Legislator Alden H. Wolfe has proposed an
amendment to the Rockland County Sewer Law that if passed, would allow food establishments
that generate grease and oil the option to use biological methods to pretreat and breakdown the
captured waste, improving grease trap management.

Under the current sewer law, establishments such as restaurants, cafeterias, centralized kitchen
or dining facilities are required to maintain grease and oil interceptors to prevent excessive
amounts of waste, which clog sewer lines, from entering the sewer system. Establishments are
required to follow a regular, documented process to maintain and clean the interceptor and
remove and properly dispose of the grease. Presently, use of biological systems or treatments are
prohibited, however, research has shown that some biological treatments break down complex
grease molecules into simpler components, accelerating the degradation process that occurs
naturally.

“Grease and oil are the natural enemy of a sewer system, narrowing pipes like plague lining a
blood vessel. Pretreating grease and oil lessens the negative impact on the system as a whole
and should contribute to its overall efficiency,” said Legislator Wolfe. “Grease removed from a
grease trap is considered hazardous waste, and breaking it down in advance reduces the volume
of waste needed to be pumped, transported, processed and ultimately disposed of.”

“I want to make it very clear,” said Wolfe, “that if adopted, this law would simply create an
additional opportunity for food establishments, not a mandate. For those who do opt to utilize this
method, pretreatment would not be a substitute for the regular maintenance that is required by the
law.”

The County Legislature will hold a public hearing on the proposal on October 5, 2010 at 7:05 p.m.,
approximate. The public is invited to attend and to comment on the proposal.
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